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The Opportunity

Elected officials are able to ensure all of
Wisconsin’s youngest children have the strongest
possible start to their lives through legislative
action and policy change.
We can turn this incredible opportunity into reality
by educating elected officials and policymakers
about the critical importance of supporting and
investing in in accessible, affordable high-quality
child care, the child care workforce, and optimal
child health and well-being.

This Guide at a Glance
Overview of:
» The importance of child care: for children, families early childhood educators, and the
economy
» Child care challenges in Wisconsin
» The importance of optimal health and well-being: data and effective strategies
Key policy priorities:
» Early care and education and the early childhood workforce
» Optimal health and well-being
Voting and what’s on my ballot information
Overview of key races
How to stay engaged in the conversation

Wisconsin’s Child Care Landscape

We know child care and child care professionals ...

foster healthy brain
development.

prepare infants and toddlers
for future success.

allow families to work.

At the same time, we also know ...
Far too many people can’t afford child care.
A typical family with an infant and 4-year-old will spend 33% of their income on child care.

It ranges from difficult to nearly impossible to find.
Child care deserts exist in more than half the state and 70% of rural areas.

Early childhood educators are critical yet are paid far
too little.
Nearly half of educators have some form of higher education yet earn an average of $11 to
$13 an hour and rarely receive standard benefits.

The child care business model is broken.
Child care programs’ budgets are funded predominantly by parent fees, which prompts
razor-thin margins. Despite families paying too much, programs do not “make money”
off of them – that’s because the budget needs to support all staff salaries, rent, utilities,
maintenances, materials and administration.

This creates an economic ripple effect.
Families’ struggles with child care make them less reliable and effective employees, with
some forced to drop out of the workforce entirely. This affects business productivity and
the economy. The impact in Wisconsin is estimated at $4.2 to $6.4 billion.

Sources: Economic Policy Institute. Center for American Progress. Center for the Study for Child Care Employment; Institute for Research on Poverty (Studies
of the Wisconsin Early Education Workforce). Bipartisan Policy Center.

What Can We Do?

Ensure state elected officials support and advance funding for:
Child care stabilization, by investing
dedicated state funds to ensure a
stabilized child care industry that
promotes Wisconsin’s economic growth.

Families, by creating and expanding a
system of economic supports to provide
more families access to child care.

Child care professionals, by maintaining
the expansion of programs that foster
the recruitment and retention of the child
care workforce.

Businesses and communities, by providing
businesses tax credits for employersponsored child care and sustaining state
matching for employer child care cost
sharing.

Raising Wisconsin’s Vision
We believe in a Wisconsin
where children and families
have the social, emotional
and economic supports they
need to thrive. Together, we
will advocate for a Wisconsin
where the health, safety and
optimal development of our
children is an unwavering
priority – the foundation of a
promising future.

Optimal Health and Well-Being in Wisconsin

We know prioritizing the healthy development
of our youngest children …

fosters early brain development.

improves learning and
behavior outcomes.

enhances physical and
mental health.

improves birth outcomes.

fosters school-readiness.

reduces abuse and
neglect.

At the same time, we also know ...
Several key interventions and strategies are essential for laying
the foundation of optimal health and well-being.
Regular well-child visits, Infant/Early Childhood Mental Health Consultation, early
intervention like Birth to 3, evidence-based voluntary home visiting, and early literacy
supports are essential to give young children and their families the tools and resources for
the best start.

Wisconsin is experiencing a Black infant mortality crisis.
Wisconsin ranks as one of the worst states in the nation for Black infant mortality. African
American infants in the state die before their first birthday at more than three times the
rate of the state’s white infants.

Doula care is a high-value model that improves outcomes and
care, particularly for Black infants and mothers.
This support during pregnancy, birth and the postpartum period reduce a number of
negative outcomes, including prematurity and illness in newborns and the likelihood of
postpartum depression in mothers.
Sources: Center on the Developing Child; Wisconsin Department of Health Services; Wisconsin Alliance for Infant Mental Health; University of Wisconsin
School of Medicine and Public Health; Wisconsin Alliance for Women’s Health; Reach Out & Read.

What Can We Do?

Ensure state elected officials support and advance funding for:
Mental health, by increasing funding
to support infant and early childhood
mental health consultation through
expansion of the clinical workforce, a
statewide directory of qualified mental
health consultants and expansion of
funding for Wisconsin Pyramid Model
training and coaching.

“Raising a healthy child is
the foundation. As children
grow up, you want them to
have certain traits and skills,
so when they go off into the
world, they’re capable of
handling themselves. I want so
badly for my daughter to be
social. I want her to be smart. I
want her to really invest in her
education and future.”
Tia, Milwaukee

Families, by expanding evidence-based
voluntary home visiting, expanding
doula access for women of color,
increasing state funding for Birth to 3
and strengthening parent-child bonding
through the expansion of the Reach Out
and Read program.

Take Action
Use Your Voice
Take the information in this Voter Guide and our toolkits
for communicating with elected officials to advocate for
strong investments into early care and education and
optimal child health and well-being.

Voting 101
You can register to vote online or in person at your municipal polling place. You’ll need
proof of Wisconsin residence to complete the process. If you’re registering in person on
the day of an election, ensure you have your voter ID with you. Need to find your polling
place? You can search for it with this tool.
There are different ways to cast your ballot: in-person at your municipal polling place, or
you can vote absentee by mail or in-person.
Have any voting questions? Reach out to your municipal clerk. Not sure who they are?
Find them and their contact info here.

What’s On My Ballot?
Need to find out what appears on your next ballot? You can determine what races are
coming up on your local ballot with this search tool.

Mark Your Calendar
General Election
Tuesday, November 8, 2022
Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Races to Watch
Wisconsin residents will cast votes in a host of state and federal elections this fall.
Incumbent Governor Tony Evers (D) and running mate Sarah Rodriguez face challenger
Tim Michels (R) and running mate Roger Roth, in addition to independent gubernatorial
candidate Joan Beglinger. All state Assembly seats and half of state Senate seats are on
the ballot, many of which are contested races. To determine which Assembly and Senate
candidates and races are on your local ballot, visit this website and enter your residential
address.
At the federal level, incumbent U.S. Senator Ron Johnson (R) is being challenged by
Mandela Barnes (D). In addition, all eight of Wisconsin’s U.S. House of Representatives
seats are on the ballot, seven of which are contested contests: District 1, with incumbent
Bryan Steil (R) challenged by Ann Roe (D) and Charles Barman (I); District 2, with
incumbent Mark Pocan (D) challenged by Erik Olsen (R) and Douglas Alexander (I);
District 3, where Brad Pfaff (D), Derrick Van Orden (R) and Rustin Provance (L) are
facing off; District 4, with incumbent Gwen Moore (D) challenged by Tim Rogers (R)
and Robert Raymond (I); District 5, with incumbent Scott Fitzgerald (R) challenged
by Michael Van Someren (D); District 7, with incumbent Tom Tiffany (R) challenged by
Richard Ausman (D); and District 8, with incumbent Mike Gallagher (R), challenged by
Jacob VandenPlas (L) and Paul Boucher (I).
Note, the above candidates advanced through the August Primary Election. For a
preview of your most up-to-date General Election ballot, visit this website and enter
your residential address.

Stay Connected
Sign up for Raising Wisconsin’s Advocacy Digest
and Alerts! You’ll receive timely and relevant policy
updates, calls to action, research and more.
Follow Raising Wisconsin on social media: Facebook,
Instagram and Twitter! Bookmark the website as well.

Toolkit Resources
Visit our website for advocacy
toolkits, which include information
on how to communicate with
elected officials, including email
templates for families, child
care providers, employers, and
community leaders.

For more information on Raising Wisconsin visit: raisingwisconsin.org
contact@raisingwisconsin.org
608.729.1069

Raising Wisconsin is powered by a multi-sector coalition led by the
Wisconsin Early Childhood Association.

